
Habersham County Development Authority 
Thursday, January 8, 2026@ 3:30 pm 

Executive Conference Room 
130 Jacob's Way, Clarkesville, GA 30523 

The Habersham County Development Authority held a regular meeting on Thursday, Janua1y 8, 
2026, at 3:30 p.111. in the Executive conference room in the Habersham County Administration 
Building located at 130 Jacob's Way, Clarkesville, GA, 30523. 

Members Present: Jim Butterworth (rEAMS), Sidney Roland, Mike Franklin, Jeff Bmns, Allen 
Whitener, Bryan Ferguson, David Lovvorn 

Members Not Present: None 

Others Present: Tim Sims (l'EAMS), Patti McLarty, Matt Skilling, Jim Woodward (I'EAMS), 
Tommy Thurmond, Kelly \Xloodall 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 3:31 p.m. by Bryan Ferguson (serving as Chair). 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
The invocation was led by Sidney Roland and the and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Bryan 
Ferguson. 

Approval of Agenda 
A MOTION was made by B1yan Ferguson, seconded by Sidney Roland, and voted 7-0 to amend the 
agenda to add "Discussion of Hutchinson Property" under Old Business. MOTION by Allen 
\v'hitener, seconded by Allen Whitener, and voted 7-0 to approve the agenda as amended. 

Approval of Minutes 
A lv!OTION was made by Sidney Roland, seconded by Allen Whitener, and voted 7-0 to approve 
the minutes of the November 13, 2025 Regular meeting. 

Election of Officers 
Chairman- Jeff Bruns nominated Jim Butterworth for Chairman. Sidney Roland seconded 
the nomination. There were no other nominations. All members were in favor of naming 
Jim Butterworth as Chairman. 

Vice-Chair - ]'dike Franklin nominated B1yan Ferguson for Vice-Chair. Sidney Roland 
seconded the nomination. There were no other nominations. All members were in favor of 
naming Bryan Ferguson as Vice-Chair. 

Secretai-y - Mike Franklin nominated Sidney Roland for Secretary. Bryan Ferguson seconded 
the nomination. There were no other nominations. All members were in favor of naming 
Sidney Roland as Secretary. 





New Business 
Jim shared that he and B1yan learned a great deal on their recent "road trip" visits to some of our 
local industries and he thinks it would be beneficial for the board to hold a meeting outside of the 
conference roo1n a few tit11es a year to visit our new and existing industries. On their trip, Jit11 and 
Bryan saw that many of our existing industries are outgrowing their facilities and some are leasing 
space from other businesses. lV!any are needing to expand, and maybe we can sec what those 
companies need and help facilitate that. Bryan said the Clear View facility was very impressive. They 
then visited ]Vlac Tech, who are leasing space inside Habersham lvlctal. However, Habersham Metal 
is looking to expand, and they need that space back. So, Mac Tech is looking for a new facility, 
which prompted Jim and Bryan to talk about the Hutchinson property. They also visited lvlac Tech, 
which is leasing space inside Habersham Metal and renting warehouse storage from Scovill. They 
then visited Foundations, which manufactures corrugated tubing for carpets and fabrics and is 
currently leasing space from Scovill. Foundations manufactures tubing for lvlac Tech, so it would 
make sense for the two companies to relocate near one anotl1er. Jim pointed out that we have a 
strong Board of Commissioners, a very effective Development Authority, and tliat Partnership 
Habersham is primed and ready to move forward. He stated that if we begin having open and public 
conversations and achieve successes with our existing industries, we will be in a very strong position. 
This will also help address concerns from those who may not fully understand tliat, until industry is 
supported and expanded, tl1e tax burden will continue to fall on homeowners. Bryan added that we 
still have property in Phase II as well. lvlike Franklin added iliat he just read that across tl1c country, 
tl1ere are more expansions of existing industry than new industr·ies. lvlike suggested tliat someone 
from tl1e Development Autl10rity could be responsible for reaching out to existing industries. Jim 
said tlrnt's a great idea and that Alex Robinson is tl1e new person responsible for tlrnt. 

Public Comment 
Commissioner Kelly \v'ooclall thanked the board for their work and said tliat we are in a precarious 
situation in tlrnt tl1e community as a whole is worried about "unrestrained growth". However, Kelly 
feels that the Development Authority brings "restrained growtl1" by directing growth to industrial 
parks and areas where we want the growth to happen. Bryan added that people look at us and focus 
on tl1e "Development" part of Development Autl1ority, not realizing we have a narrow focus in the 
conununit:y, and we are serving the people by bringing in companies and industries tlrnt are good for 
our con1111unity, unlike "developers", who arc in it for the tnoney. Kelly recalled a few years ago 
when he was on tl1e Development Authority that we turned down a family-owned business in the 
business park because no jobs would be created, which is not in line witl1 our priorities. Now, Clear 
View is sitting on that property, who will provide more jobs. 

Other Reports 
Jim has requested that we have a retreat soon. Patti will get some elates together and asked the board 
members to watch their e-mails for more information. 

MOTION by Mike Franklin, seconded by David Lovvorn, and voted 7-0 to enter Executive Session 
at 4:13 p.m. 

Executive Session 

MOTION by Mike Franklin, seconded by Allen \Xlhitener, and voted 7-0 to exit Executive Session 
at 4:25 p.m. 




